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José O. Díaz, Ph.D.              Office THO 221D 
Email: diaz.6@osu.edu       Office Hours, W 12:00-2:00 PM
Course description
The Lost Symbol has been a runaway bestseller since its publication less than a year ago. While a work of fiction, it raises many questions readers have about Freemasonry, its symbols, origins, and alleged secrets. Using the book as our starting point you will examine the history and development of Freemasonry and other so-called secret societies. Freemasonry and Secret Societies aims to answer questions such as: Why do people join Masonic Lodges and other societies? What transpires in a Masonic Lodge? What benefits, social, spiritual, psychological, or economic, do members derive from the Lodge? How long have these groups been active? Do they really date to ancient or biblical times? What influence, if any, have they exerted on key historical developments since their inception? Are they really subversive, satanic, and/or misogynist? Why do outsiders show such fascination with them? Why have academic historians been so reluctant to take them seriously? What is the current state of Masonic research? Additionally, you will learn how to read original sources and learn how to evaluate both what is said and what is not. 
Readings
  For purchase
· Margaret Jacob, The Origins of Freemasonry: Facts and Fictions (Pennsylvania, 2006)

· David Stevenson, The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland’s Century, 1590-1710 (Cambridge, 1990) 

· Mark C. Carnes, Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America (Yale, 1991) 
Online/E-reserves
· Wikipedia articles on Freemasonry and anti-Freemasonry.

· James Anderson, “The Charges of a Free-Mason,” in The Constitutions of the Free-Masons Containing the History, Charges, Regulations, &c of that most Ancient and Right Worshipful Fraternity (London, 1723), 49-56. 

· Steven Bullock, Revolutionary Brotherhood: Freemasonry and the Transformation of the American Social Order, 1730-1840 (North Carolina, 1998), 50-68, 85-108, 277-308.

· The Free-Masons Accusation and Defence in Six Genuine Letters (London, 1726).

· William Hutchinson, The Spirit of Masonry in Moral and Elucidatory Lectures (London, 1775), 23-81. 

· John L. Brooke, The Refiner’s Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 5-29, 92-104. 

· J.M. Roberts, Mythology of the Secret Societies (London: Secker and Warburg, 1972), 105-121, 133-149. 

· John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe Carried on in the Secret Meetings of the Freemasons, Illuminati, and Reading Societies (Belmont, MA: Western Islands, 1967 [1798]), 1-10, 62-79, 91-97, 119-21.

· Martin Summers, “Diasporic Brotherhood: Freemasonry and the Transnational Production of Black Middle-Class Masculinity,” Gender & History 15 no. 3 (Nov. 2003): 550–574. 

·  Jessica L. Harland-Jacobs, Builders of Empire: Freemasons and British Imperialism, 1717-1927 (University of North Carolina Press, 2007)
· Michael Lind, “Rev. Robertson’s Grand International Conspiracy Theory,” New York Review of Books 42 no. 2 (Feb. 2, 1995).

· Michael Barkun, A Culture of Conspiracy: Apocalyptic Visions in Contemporary America (Berkeley, 2003), 39-64.

· Mark Fenster, Conspiracy Theories: Secrecy and Power in American Culture (Minnesota, 2008)
· Richard Hofstadter, The Paranoid Style in American Politics: And Other Essays (Harvard, 1996) 
· William D. Moore, Masonic Temples: Freemasonry, Ritual Architecture, and Masculine Archetypes (University of Tennessee Press, 2006) 
· Karen Kidd. Hunted Chambers: the Lives of Early Women Freemasons (Cornerstone Books, 2009)  
Courses Policies
· Attendance and participation are essential for success in this course and together they will constitute 50% of the final grade. Excused absences are permitted only for exceptional reasons.  

· One 2 to 3 pages short review of one course reading  (30% due in class on the relevant discussion day; sign up during week 2) 
· Final exam (analysis of contemporary writings on Freemasonry 20%) (Day/Time TBA)
Short Review Guidelines
Each student, over the course of the term, must submit one 2 to 3 page review. The analysis should focus on either one scholarly (i.e., secondary sources) or one historical (i.e., primary sources) reading. Your work should incorporate answers to questions like these: What is this reading’s subject? ; What is its argument? (This not the same thing as its subject); What answers does it provide to questions raised elsewhere in the course?; What sorts of evidence is it based on?; What methods does it use to interpret that evidence and build explanations? For primary sources make sure you incorporate answers to questions like these: When and where was the source written? Can its author be identified or at least somehow placed in society? What is this reading’s subject? ; What is its argument?
A sign-up sheet will be circulated during the second class meeting asking you to choose, in advance, the reading that you’ll be writing about. These choices should be regarded as binding. You must attend class and be prepared to discuss your analysis in order to receive credit.
Be concise: in a 2 to 3 page paper you should not waste space on introductions, conclusions, and fluff. I am interested in analytical reactions to the source, not in subjective impressions of it. Please don’t simply write “this was hard to follow,” or “I was not convinced.” Instead, follow the guidelines I have outlined.
Preliminary Class Schedule*** (Quarter Begins 3/29/2010, based on Tuesday Classes)
Week 1 (March 30)  Introduction
Carmen, ground rules; Dan Brown and The Lost Symbol, Stigmatized Knowledge,  Researching Freemasonry: Where Are We?
Week 2 (April 6) Grand Lodge Freemasonry
 Jacob, 1-25; Wikipedia articles (browse controversy) Jacob, 26-46; Stevenson, 166-89, Jacob, 47-70; Anderson

Week 3 (April 13) Schisms in a world of gentlemen
Jacob, 71-91; Bullock, 50-68, 85-108, Jacob, 92-132; “Free-Masons Accusation and Defence”
Week 4 (April 20) Medieval and Ancient “mysteries”
 Stevenson, 1-25, 125-165, Hutchinson

Week 5 (April 27) Hermeticism and Rosicrucianism
 Stevenson, 77-124, Brooke; Roberts, 105-121

Week 6 (May 4) Scottish Rite Freemasonry
  Source discussion on higher-degree Freemasonry
Week 7 (May 11) The Illuminati and Anti-Masonry
 Roberts, 133-149; Robison, Bullock, 277-308

Week 8 (May 18) Masculinity and the Victorian revival
 Carnes, 1-65, Summers; Harland-Jacobs, Carnes, 69-159

Week 9 (May 25) Pat Robertson and the New World Order
Lind; Barkun
Week 10 (June 1) Trip the Grand Lodge of Ohio
**Class schedule subject to change at the discretion of the instructor 
Students with Disabilities 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Academic integrity 

The instructors expect each student to act with integrity and honesty. Students are expected to submit their own work on all assignments in this course. The Ohio State University has an established Code of Student Conduct, which all students are expected to be familiar with. Any violations will be dealt with in accordance with established procedures. This means that an offense will be reported to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct for investigation and disposal. Penalties may range from an “E” in the course to dismissal from the University.  Definition of Academic Misconduct http://oaa.osu.edu/procedures/1.0.html
Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp 
Communication policy

In a class centering on controversy and research, respect for others is a must. While personal opinions and thoughts can remain private in this forum, some expressions of opinions must certainly be expected and tolerated. This class will not focus on the validity of points of view, but rather seeks to recognize them in order to enhance the research process. 

All electronic communications conducted in this class are bound by the same principles of respect, professionalism, and concern as any other interactions in the University’s classrooms or offices. Derogatory or inappropriate comments regarding race, gender, religion or sexual orientation are unacceptable and subject to disciplinary action, as they would be if they occur in the physical classroom.

About the Instructor:

Dr. José O. Díaz is Associate Professor and Curator affiliated with the University Libraries. He recently published “Notes on Teaching the Craft” a journal article about teaching Freemasonry at the college level. In addition, Dr. Díaz is a 32 Degree Scottish Rite Mason, a Past Master of York Lodge #563 Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio, and a member of The Ohio Lodge of Research, The Masonic Society, the Organization of American Historians, and the Academic Society for Research into Freemasonry and Fraternalism at the University of Sheffield, England. He received his Ph.D. in History from The Ohio State University. 
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